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MUAG 1906.002 (17003) Dr. Stephen Dubberly 
French Diction Office Hours: by appointment 
Spring 2021 940-367-8770 
Classroom: REMOTE Stephen.Dubberly@unt.edu 
Monday/Wednesday, 9:00–9:50 am 
https://unt.zoom.us/j/85647909361 
 

SYLLABUS 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
An introduction to the principles and techniques of French pronunciation, with emphasis on: 

1) aural skills (developing the ability to listen in an informed and active way to spoken and sung 
French); 

2) reading and writing skills in English, in French, and in the International Phonetic Alphabet; and 
3) oral/vocal skills (speaking and singing French and English texts and phrases). 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 
There is only 1 required textbook for this course: 

Cheri Montgomery, French Lyric Diction Workbook, S.T.M. Publishers 
Please have both this text available during all class periods. You are expected to improve your familiarity 
with it throughout the semester. 
 

In addition to the above text, course materials will include: 
1) all written assignments and handouts (IPA transcriptions, translations, worksheets, etc.); 
2) Zoom recordings of each class period; 
3) Zoom recordings of each coaching outside of class time; 
4) recordings of spoken, intoned, and sung French texts; and 
5) recordings of piano parts for French songs and arias. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 
 Grading Scale: 
 A = 90-100% 
 B = 80-89% 
 C = 70-79% 
 D = 60-69% 
 E = 50-59% 
 

Your final grade will be computed as follows: 
1. Performance 50% 

There will be 21 performance assignments. You will be graded on the quality of your preparation 
and performance for each assignment, on how easily you absorb instruction, and on your overall 
improvement throughout the semester. Note that you will continue to have opportunities 
throughout the semester to repeat performances for a higher grade. I will also be completely 
available to coach you individually at your convenience. 
Most of the performance assignments in the Class Schedule list page numbers in the Workbook. 
You will be asked to speak and/or intone the material on those pages. There also 7 performance 
assignments (marked with an asterisk in the Class Schedule) which will require you to speak and 
intone (and, in the case of selection 7, sing!) entire songs. Here is a list of those performance 
assignments: 



  2 

1. Fauré “Automne” 
2. Fauré “Après un rêve” 
3. Fauré “Ici-bas” 
4. Debussy “Beau soir” 
5. Poulenc “C” 
6. Selection of your choice 
7. Selection of your choice 

Please consult with your voice teacher about your selections. I strongly recommend that, if 
possible, selection 7 be a song or aria you are preparing in your lessons to sing on your jury or 
another scheduled performance. The performance focus in this class will be on delivery of the 
text, not on vocal technique. 

 

2. Written Assignments 30% 
There will be 29 written assignments. Handwritten assignments will not be accepted. W1 is due 
at 11:59 pm on January 13. W28 and W29, the two components of the final exam, are due at 
10:00 am on April 28. All other written assignments are due at 8:59 am on class days. 
Assignments must be submitted by their due date and time in order to receive full credit. Late 
assignments will receive a maximum grade of 50%. Please submit early if possible! 
For the written assignments derived from the Workbook, you will often be given a choice of 1 or 
more entire pages from a multi-page exercise. You may submit on Canvas or as a .docx file in an 
email to me. Please do not submit pictures of the worksheet pages themselves. I prefer that you 
take the time to type the words and their transcriptions. 

 

3. Class Participation + Attendance 20% 
This portion of your grade reflects your contribution to the life of the class. You must participate 
actively in class discussions, and your participation should have a positive effect on the overall 
flow of each class period. Classes will be conducted on Zoom. Please observe standard protocols 
for Zoom classes (e.g. keep your camera and sound on; stay on-screen; be ready to respond 
when called on; try not to distract—but try not to fade into the background, either). This portion 
of your grade also reflects your attendance. The course attendance policy is as follows: you are 
allowed one unexcused absence in the semester. Additional absences––and tardiness––will 
result in a substantial lowering of this portion of your final grade.  

 

Please note the following additional attendance policy adopted by the UNT Faculty Senate: 
 

COVID-19 impact on attendance 
While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the 
health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. 
Please contact me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class 
due to a related issue regarding COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me prior 
to being absent as to what may be preventing you from coming to class so I may make a 
decision about accommodating your request to be excused from class. 
If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the 
other possible symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health 
and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider. While 
attendance is an important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others 
in the community, is more important. 
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MUAG 1906.002 
French Diction 
Spring 2021 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

DATE UNIT ASSIGNMENTS (page numbers refer to Fourth Edition of 
Cheri Montgomery’s French Lyric Diction Workbook) 

JANUARY 
Monday 11 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Wednesday 13 1: Symbols P1: pp. 9-14 
W1: Questionnaire (due 11:59 pm) 

Monday 18               MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY—NO CLASS 
Wednesday 20 2: [i], [j] 

 
P2: 16-26 
W2: 19 + (1 entire page 20-25) 

Monday 25 3: [e] 
 

P3: 28-29 + 38 
W3: 31 + (1 entire page 32-37)  

Wednesday 27 4: [ɛ] P4: 40-41 + 50 
W4: 43 + (1 entire page 44-49) 

FEBRUARY 
Monday 1 

5: [a] 
 

P5: Listening “Oh! quand je dors” 52 
+ Guidelines for Enunciation 53 
+ Review part b 62b 
W5: Classwork 55 
+ Review part a 62 
+ 1 entire page Worksheet 56-61 

Wednesday 3 6: [ɑ] 
 

P6: Listening “Romance" 64 
+ Guidelines for Enunciation 65  
W6: Classwork 67 
+ 1 entire page Worksheet 68-73 

Monday 8 7: [ɔ] P7: Listening “Automne” 76 
+ Guidelines for Enunciation 77 
W7: Classwork 80 
+ 1 entire page Worksheet 81-86 

Wednesday 10 8: [o] P8: Listening “Au bord de l’eau” and “La rose” 88 
+ Guidelines for Enunciation 89 
+ Intone phrases 98 
W8: Classwork 91 
+ 1 entire page Worksheet 92-97 

Monday 15 9: [u] 
 

P9: 100-101 + 109 
W9: 102 + (2 entire pages 103-108) 

Wednesday 17 REVIEW P/Review: 110-116 
W/Review: 110-116 (all 7 pages!) 

Monday 22 10: [y] P10: 118-119 + *Fauré “Après un rêve” 
W10: 120 + (2 entire pages 121-126) 

Wednesday 24 11: [ø] 
 

P11: 128-129 + 138 
W11: 131 + (2 entire pages 132-137) 
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MARCH 
Monday 1 

12: [œ] P12: 140-141 + *Fauré “Ici-bas” 
W12: 143 + (1 entire page 144-149) + 150 

Wednesday 3 13: [ə] P13: 152-153, 162 
W13: 155 + (2 entire pages 156-161)  

Monday 8 14: [ɑ̃] P14: 164-165 + 174 
W14: 167 + (2 entire pages 168-173) 

Wednesday 10 15: [õ] P15: 176-177 + *Debussy “Beau soir” 
W15: 178 + (2 entire pages 179-184) 

Monday 15 16: [ɛ̃] P16: 186-187 + 196 
W16: 189 + (2 entire pages 190-195) 

Wednesday 17 17: [œ̃] P17: 198-199 
W17: 201 + (2 entire pages 202-207) + 208 

MARCH, cont’d. 
Monday 22 

18: [j, w, ɥ] P18: 210-211 + 220 
W18: 213 + (2 entire pages 214-219) + 208 

Wednesday 24 19: 
Consonants 

P19: *Poulenc “C” 
W19: 226 + (2 entire pages 227-232) 

Monday 29 20: Liaison &            
Elision 

P19: *Poulenc “C” 
W20: 236 + (2 entire pages 237-248) 

Wednesday 31 21: 
Forbidden 
and 
Compulsory 
Liaison 

P20: *Your first selection 
W21: 252 + (3 entire pages 253-264) 

 
APRIL 
Monday 5 

REVIEW P20: *Your first selection 
W22: 265-267 (Practice Quiz) 

Wednesday 7 PLAY P20: *Your first selection 
W23: Mystery IPA 

Monday 12 PLAY P21: *Your second selection 
W24: Mystery IPA 

Wednesday 14 PLAY P21: *Your second selection (memorized) 
W25: Mystery IPA 

Monday 19 PLAY P21: *Your second selection (memorized) 
W26: Mystery IPA 

Wednesday 21 REVIEW W27: Mystery IPA 

Wednesday 28 FINAL EXAM 
8:00-10:00 am 

W28: Mystery IPA 
W29: Short Essay 
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ADDITIONAL SYLLABUS INFORMATION 
provided by the UNT Administration and the College of Music 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam. 
Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who 
may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not 
limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence 
upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, 
solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or 
other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a 
paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission 
from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term 
“plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct 
quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by 
another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  
See:  Academic Integrity 
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 
instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 
etc.  
See: Student Code of Conduct  
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more 
information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.   
See:  Eagle Connect 
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
 
ODA STATEMENT  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify 
their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can 
now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation 
to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your 
specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 
semester. For additional information see the Office of Disability Access. 
See:  ODA 
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LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 
 
UNT Policy Statement on Diversity 
UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and academic 
excellence.  Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values and exposure of 
biases, help educate people in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, and prepare us for 
the complexities of a pluralistic society.  As such, UNT is committed to maintaining an open, welcoming 
atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty from all groups to support their success.  
UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in its 
application and admission process, educational programs and activities, employment policies and use of 
university facilities. 
See:  Diversity Statement 
Link:  https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub8_.18.pdf 
 
2020-2021 Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) 
See:  Spring, 2021 Registration Guide 
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide 
 
Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2020-2021 
See:  Academic Calendar 
Link:  https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2020-21/calendar 
 
Final Exam Schedule 
See:  2021 Final Exam Schedule 
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/spring 
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress 
 
Undergraduates 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a 
required number of credit hours based on total hours registered.   Students cannot exceed attempted 
credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required 
standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
 
Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 
cumulative GPA in music courses. 
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do 
so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended 
that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial 
Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so. 
See:  Financial Aid 
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
  
Graduates 
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A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. 
Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a 
required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 
3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published 
length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may 
lose their financial aid eligibility.    
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do 
so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended 
you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit 
the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course. 
See:  Financial Aid 
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. 
All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration 
of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed 
via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe 
electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, 
information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written 
consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates. 
See:  FERPA 
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
 
COUNSELING AND TESTING 
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours 
per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and 
Design.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information:  
See: Counseling and Testing 
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.   
 
For more information on mental health issues, please visit:   
See:  Mental Health Issues 
Link:  https://speakout.unt.edu. 
 
The counselor for music students is: 
Myriam Reynolds 
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311 
(940) 565-2741 
Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu 
 
ADD/DROP POLICY 
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make 
you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required 
to begin paying back your student loans. After the 12th class day, students must first submit a completed 
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“Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office. The last day for a student to drop a class in Spring, 
2021 is April 2. Information about add/drop may be found at:   
See:  Add Drop 
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide 
 
STUDENT RESOURCES 
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students. For a complete list, go to: 
See:  Student Resources 
Link:   https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf 


